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EMPOWERING YOUTH. ENDING EXPLOITATION.

RED FLAGS

Some common indicators of CSEC include:
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Has a history of going missing from care (“running away”)

Has visible signs of abuse (i.e. cigarette burns, marks on body
but not face, etc.)

Behaviors are consistent with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
Attire is not appropriate for the season/situation

Clothing/jewelry/phone has upgraded over time in a way that
can’t be accounted for by a family nancial situation or job

Has a tattoo which the youth is reluctant to explain

Found in an area known for “prostitution” (either physical area
or website)

Uses language from “the Life”

Frequently truant from school

Is involved with an older male

Is involved with someone gang-involved
Being secretive about what they do online

Has a history of multiple sexually transmitted infections or
pregnancies

If transitioning, has access to hormone injections outside the
supervision of a medical provider

Has new “friends”—older teens or adults

Is disconnected from family or other caregivers

IF A MINOR DEMONSTRATES MULTIPLE INDICATORS OF RISK, THEY MAY
BE BEING COMMERCIALLY SEXUALLY EXPLOITED.
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